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Dear Parent 
or Carer,
We have optimistically included an ice cream in the 
illustration of this month’s newsletter although it really 
hasn’t felt much like summer yet has it? The cooler 
weather has at least made school more comfortable than 
in previous years and allowed uniform to remain fully 
in place. As we move toward the summer holidays and 
thoughts turn to renewing uniform it’s a good opportunity 
to remind you about the need for plain black footwear and 
particularly the requirement for skirts that are of a decent 
length and neither lycra  nor body contour. Please see the 
school website for further details.

It’s been a busy three weeks in school since TT week. The 
Geography department has conducted fieldwork for year 
7 and year 10. Year 9 have had their exams whilst year 10 
and 12 have completed their mocks. We hope that for all 
those year groups the exams prove useful in indicating 
where students are now and what still needs to be done.

As usual, a fabulous number of students have been 
involved in completing bronze and silver expeditions for 
Duke of Edinburgh. I know that those students involved 
will get an awful lot out of this scheme and I thank the staff 
involved for supporting it, often in their own time.

The Higher Education Fair, supported by DESC, was once 
again a great success with around 50 institutions joining 
us from both on and off island. The input was highly 
informative, and it will without doubt help students to 
make informed decisions about their future.

We’ve been delighted to welcome year 6 students from our 
partner primaries into Ballakermeen over the last couple 
of days and we’ve been very impressed with the manners 
that they’ve shown. We are confident that they will fit 
in well as we continue to strive for a very polite, warm, 
welcoming and friendly environment. We know it’s an 
exciting but also a nervous time moving from primary to 
secondary school however, we believe that this new year 
7 cohort can really help contribute to the next stage of our 
development here at the school.

We will be well represented at Tynwald Day by a good 
number of students who, as always, will be a credit to 
you and to the school. We thank all the youngsters who 
have volunteered to be involved in this quite special and 
unique opportunity.

A university trip, year 11 Prom and year 13 Prom are still 
to look forward to in the summer term before we finish 
for the Summer holidays so still much to look forward to.
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WHAT’S ON JULY

Looking  Ahead

E-PRAISE LEADERS SO FAR...

JUN LEADERS: MAUGHOLD (115,246)

CONISTER TOP TUTOR GROUP

LANGNESS TOP TUTOR GROUP

HILLARY TOP TUTOR GROUP

MAUGHOLD TOP TUTOR GROUP

PATRICK TOP TUTOR GROUP

7CS4

7LL2

7HS7

7MS6

7PK6

7pm at the Legion in Douglas. Tickets available on 
ParentPay (£15 per person). Teams of 3 - 6.

BHSA PARENTS VS. TEACHERS QUIZ NIGHTFRI 12FRI 12

YEAR 7 ACADEMIC TUTORINGWED 03WED 03

Open in the Seating Area between 2pm and 4pm
BHSA UNIFORM SWAP-SHOPWED 17WED 17

B H SA  9 T H  A N N UA L

Q U I Z  N I G H T
The 9th Annual BHSA Parents vs. 
Teachers Quiz Night will be taking 
place on Friday 12th July, 7pm, at the 
Legion in Douglas. Teams of between 
3 - 6 are invited to take part, with £15 
per person for a ticket (ticket includes 
buffet). 

Parents lifted the trophy last year 
and chose to give a £500 prize to the 
Library. Can teachers beat them this 
year? 

Tickets are live now to purchase on 
ParentPay. All money raised from this 
event goes back into school to support 
all sorts of equipment and projects to 
support education and wellbeing for 
our students.

B H SA  U N I F O R M 
SWA P  S H O P

The BHSA Uniform Swap-Shop will be 
open on Wednesday 17th July, this final 
one of this school year! 

Please feel free to call by the school 
Seating Area between 2pm and 4pm 
to swap items of clothing, pick up FREE 
replacement items if required, or to 
drop in any items of uniform which 
may no longer be needed. 

Additional drop-in sessions will be held 
over the summer holidays and will be 
confirmed soon.  

P lease  contact  the  BHSA on :  
ballahighschoolassoc@gmail.com if 
you have any queries or need help. 
Our thanks as always to the fantastic 
parent volunteers that organise and 
run the swap-shop!

TYNWALD DAYFRI 05FRI 05

YEAR 10 ‘GET A JOB’ DAYWED 10WED 10

SPORTS AWARDS EVENINGWED 10WED 10

DUKE OF EDINBURGH EXPEDITION15 - 1815 - 18

YEAR 11 PROMTHU 18THU 18

Raising money for Manx Decaf, the dementia café.
PATRICK-LED NON-UNIFORM DAYFRI 19FRI 19



June Roundup

KINDNESS | HONESTY | RESPECT

YEAR 7 DEFIB
Having now completed 
basic CPR training (or in 
most cases, a refresher) 
students in Year 7 have 
now started learning 
how to use a defibrillator. 

These essentia l  l i fe 
skills could make a real 
difference and we are 
very grateful to the PTA 
(Ballakermeen High 
School Association) for 
their generous funding 
of the four training 
defibrillators that make 
this training possible.

BRONZE DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD PRACTICE

Well done to all the Year 9 students who went out on their Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award practice walks in mid June. The sun was shining and 
the students did very well to tackle the 10 mile walk with such strength 
and determination! Looking forward to our final practice walk – remember 
your suncream!

NATIONAL THANK 
A TEACHER DAY

It was National Thank 
a Teacher day on 19th 
June and the library 
produced post cards for 
students to fill in, which 
were then posted in the 
special box in the library. 
More than a hundred 
cards were delivered to 
teaching staff who were 
all delighted to receive 
them.

YR10 PERFORMING ARTS

Year 10 Performing Arts students 
performed their end of year 
showcase in the Studio Theatre.
There was a mixture of singing, 
dancing and acting relating to 
the themes of ‘money’ and ‘cities’. 
They devised and rehearsed the 
pieces all by themselves and did 
a fab job! 

Well done all!
YEAR 7 CRICKET FESTIVAL

Well done to students who took part in the Year 7 
Cricket Festival on Wednesday 26th June, and all 
performed brilliantly.

LIBRARY EUROS COMPETITION
Year 7 students have been taking part in the Library’s Euros competitions – a 
flag quiz, a wordsearch and a set of questions about the host country, Germany!

HIGHER EDUCATION FAIR

This year’s Higher Education Fair took 
place on 20th - 21st June and was a great 
success! Thank you to the 49 businesses 
and institutions from across the UK and 
locally who were able to come, for speaking 
to our students from across the Island.


