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The school libraries are very busy parts of the school that most students will
visit regularly. The fiction library is open every day at break and lunchtime and
as well as reading, there are board games and card games for students to
use.

BOOK BUZZ was very well received again this year by both staff and students. This scheme,
run by charity Book Trust, enables us to give a free book to all year 7 and 8 students and really does
produce a ‘buzz’ around reading!

THE READING CHALLENGE continues to engage readers, providing a framework for

their reading development and rewards for taking part. We have received hundreds of book reviews
this year!

THE CHRISTMAS READING PROMOTION was very

popular again. Hundreds of books were wrapped in Christmas paper,
and students and staff borrowed an ‘unknown book’ for the Christmas
holidays. Many students were delighted with their choices, and some
found whole new areas of fiction opening up for them.

We also ran a ‘Christmas traditions around the world’ competition,
which was very popular, with several year 7 tutor groups coming down
to the library to take part. The picture (right) shows the READVENT
advent calendar | created for sixth form with a reading suggestion for
every day of December up to Christmas Day.

WORLD BOOK DAY in March saw us handing out book

vouchers and encouraging students to take part in our World book
day competition which this year was to fill in the missing titles to well-known children’s books.

HARRY POTTER MONTH neld at the start of the summer

term, was once again hugely popular and the library was busy every
day with students exploring the bits and pieces of magical props we
had set up for them. It was wonderful to see students lost in their
imaginary games as they explored the library.

A NUMBER OF ENGLISH CLASSES used the fiction

library this year, from year 7 to year 10, mostly to select books, and to
spend some time reading. These sessions are so valuable, providing
students with the time and the space to find something which they can
enjoy reading, with me on hand to provide advice and recommendations.

-

THE RAINBOW CAFE which meets every Monday after school is still a popular meet up
place for members of the school’s LGBTQ+ community. The students who attend are very
appreciative of the opportunity to meet up in a safe space and many of them use the library regularly
during break and lunch times too.



ALL TUTOR GROUPS from years 7 to 11 have had at least 3 visits to the fiction library this
year, which helps to embed a reading habit in many students.

The non-fiction library is our main library and is open every day from 8am to 4pm, and

houses a great stock of non-fiction books, as well as computers with full internet
access. Here are some of the things we have done in this library this year:

LIBRARY DISPLAYS are changed regularly

throughout the year to reflect on issues and events in the
wider world; for example, a football display for the Euros (see
photo).

We have also had information about the situation in Gaza on
display, and currently (July 2024) we have a display about
the UK general election.

THE STUDENT LIBRARIANS continue to be a good addition to the library team, with

helpers in both libraries at break and lunchtime. Many of those who help out are doing so as part of
their Duke of Edinburgh Award.

NATIONAL POETRY DAY in October saw the library once again handing out poems

throughout the day, and students were spotted reading them out to each other all over school. This
celebration of poetry has become a Ballakermeen tradition and is very much enjoyed by staff and
students alike. It is notable that over the years since it started, all bar one Manx Youth Bard has
come from Ballakermeen.

ALL YEAR 13 TUTOR GROUPS visited the library for a brief refresh on how to use the

library for research, as well as a reminder about how to successfully search online. Year 12 came for
a longer lesson which looked at the same things but in a little more depth, with individual advice
about where to find the books for their subjects.

YEAR 7 ENGLISH CLASSES came to the main library to research Shakespeare in

lessons | devised using books rather than the internet. Their level of engagement was noted by all
their teachers, and the skills involved in finding information in a book are all transferable and relevant
when doing their more usual activity of searching online.

THE GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT also bought several year 7 classes in to do

research into rainforests, where they used computers and books to complete their task.

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES students continue to make very good use of the library’s book

resources, and this GCSE’s use of research skills as an integral part of the course is a fantastic
preparation for a-level courses.




