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16th September 2024 

Dear Parent / Carer 

Your child is currently studying towards the Short Course GCSE examination in Religious 

Studies. This qualification is worth half a GCSE and is certificated by WJEC. 

The course is delivered via a single, 50-minute period each week and as a result, covering the 

material to be examined is something of a challenge.  Historically, we have entered the vast 

majority of students for the examination but this year, we will be taking an alternative 

approach. All Year 11 students will sit an initial assessment opportunity during the weeks 14th 

to 25th October that will indicate their progress in R.S. throughout KS4 and their suitability to 

be entered for the exam. 

Students will then have a second opportunity to demonstrate their suitability for entry on 

completion of the Religious Studies mock exam (during the week 14th to 20th January 2025). 

Students who achieve a grade D or higher will then be entered for the examination at the end 

of the year. The results will be carefully considered on a case-by-case basis. 

Those students not sitting the exam will then follow an alternative curriculum which will 

include topics such as human rights and contemporary ethical issues. 

Please contact Mr Hunter (Head of Religious Studies) via BHSEnquiries@sch.im  if you 

require any further information. 

   

  Yours faithfully 

 
Mr M Hunter 

  Head of Religious Studies  
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