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Dear Parent 
or Carer,
As we come to the end of the first half term, it has been 
particularly pleasing to feel the warm, welcoming, friendly 
atmosphere ever growing throughout the school. This is 
exactly what we are looking for at Ballakermeen and visitors 
have commented positively about this.
In my previous letter I expressed how happy we were with the 
way in which Year 7 have settled and I can reiterate that for 
all year groups. Although we still have a minority of students 
who don’t seem to be working with the rest of Team Balla, 
there is without doubt an understanding that if each of us 
individually demonstrates our values of kindness, honesty, 
and respect then the whole school community becomes a 
better place to work and study.
Our Year 12 cohort have also settled into sixth form life very 
positively. Mr Karran and the Sixth Form team have noted the 
serious and work focused attitude that our new Year 12’s have 
demonstrated so far and this is no doubt helped by the great 
role models in year 13. We expect all our sixth formers to be 
role models in the way they act, the way they dress and how 
they study. We will soon be appointing a Student Governor 
from Year 12 and this is an exciting addition to student voice 
at Ballakermeen.
We held our annual prize day last week and that was 
another wonderful event celebrating some quite fabulous 
students. Well done to all of them! The only sad thing is 
that, because of capacity, we are not able to celebrate all the 
quite wonderful students that we have across the school in 
that formal occasion. We will, however, be recognising their 
achievements in assemblies throughout the year.
A major school event coming up 12th – 15th November is our 
school show ‘Fame Jr’. How wonderful it is to see a school 
show back at Ballakermeen and, having seen rehearsals, I 
would suggest you get a ticket quickly because they’re going 
to go fast and it’s going to be fantastic!
Can I finally make a request that parents and carers do not 
turn up at school without an appointment as it is not likely 
that anyone will be available to assist. We have unfortunately 
had incidents of parents and carers turning up to school 
without appointments and this has led to behaviour that in 
no way supports our school values.
I wish you all a frightfully safe and spookily serene half term 
break and as ever we thank you for your support.
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SCHOOL EVENTS

ARMY CAREERS DAY (YEARS 9 - 11)MON 04MON 04

3pm - 5pm at the Palace Hotel & Casino. Tickets 
available on ParentPay. Further info here.

BHSA CHARITY BINGOSUN 03SUN 03

What’s On in:

November

Looking  Ahead

P RO M  S H O P
Prom-Shop is there for any Year 11 
students who, for a number of reasons, 
may struggle to find an outfit for this 
special once-in-a-lifetime event. We 
have a large number of dresses and 
accessories which have kindly been 
donated for this purpose, but we are 
now in urgent need of suits. If you 
have a suit which you no longer need 
and would like to donate to the Prom-
Shop then Mrs Babb would love to 
hear from you; please contact us via 
BHSEnquiries@sch.im with the subject 
‘Prom Shop’, or drop any donations in 
to the school reception desk. 

Further information about Prom Shop 
will be given directly to Year 11 students 
in due course, who will be able access 
the service directly from within school.

W I N T E R  P E
As we approach the Winter months, it 
is likely that we will be faced with more 
days of inclement weather. PE lessons 
that are scheduled to take place outside 
will still go ahead, unless there is an 
island weather warning in place. With 
this in mind, it is imperative that your 
child is adequately prepared for their 
outdoor PE lessons. Please read more 
on our website here.

MONTHLY
EPRAISE
LEADER:
OCTOBER: PATRICK HOUSE (30.689)

LEADING CONISTER

LEADING LANGNESS

LEADING HILLARY

LEADING MAUGHOLD

LEADING PATRICK

7CK7

7LK5

7HS7

7MS6

7PK6

YEAR 11 EMPLOYMENT & SKILLS FAIRTHU 07THU 07

YEAR 13 UCM TASTER DAYMON 11MON 11

Doors open 6.30pm for 7pm start. Adult tickets: £5.00, 
students/concessions: £2.50. Further info here.

FAME JR SCHOOL SHOW12 - 1512 - 15

6pm - 7.30pm in the Sixth Form Centre.  Sign up form 
will be made available after half-term.

PARENT CAFÉWED 20WED 20

4pm - 6.30pm, ran by Junior Achievement. Further 
information available here.

YEAR 11 JA MOCK INTERVIEWSTHU 28THU 28

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1006651251501322&set=a.660732596093191
https://bhs.sch.im/blog/index/view/id/501/Winter%20PE
https://studiotheatre.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873665761/events/129571943
https://www.jaiom.im/our-programmes/mock-interviews/


October Roundup
YEAR 11 PSHE
Year 11 have been taking 
part in life-saving CPR 
and defib training during 
their Friday PSHE lessons. 
Other year groups will be 
learning these important 
skills throughout the        
year.

KINDNESS   |   HONESTY   |   RESPECT

GEOGRAPHY POSTERS
Here are the winners of the 
One World Centre Poster 
Competition! Students designed 
posters based on the Sustainable 
development goals with a focus 
on how to make the world 
fairer place in their Geography 
lessons. Connie was the overall 
winner and Phoebe and Lily were 
both runners up in the Year 7-9 
category. Well done girls!

YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHER OF MANN
Congratulations to Iva in Year 13, this year’s overall winner 
of the Young Photographer of Mann competition. She 
was presented her £250 prize by Lieutenant Governor 
Sir John Lorimer. Her photo, “Sensational skies” features 
on the front cover of the Young Photographer of Mann 
2025 calendar, available for purchase from local outlets 
for £6.00.

YEAR 9 GIRLS HOCKEY
Year 9 girls played their first ever 11 a side hockey match 
against Ramsey Grammar. It was a very even game with 
BHS taking the lead early in the 2nd half, only for Ramsey 
to equalize just before the end. Well done to all the girls 
who played and congratulations to Mya who received the 
player of the match award. NATIONAL POETRY DAY

Students celebrated National Poetry 
Day by pulling out a ‘lucky dip’ poem 
from the ‘poetry box’ taken around 
school by librarian Ros. This has become 
a regular event over the years and has 
fostered a love of poetry among many 
students past and present! Students all 
over school shared poems with each 

other, and it was a true celebration!

YEAR 7 TEXTILES
Year 7 have been learning how to use sewing machines safely, 
and how to hand-sew buttons and other embellishments. 
This learning has resulted in them producing felt doughnut 
cushions, applying all the techniques they have acquired 
throughout the module. They have all done really well and 
should be very proud!
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PRIZE DAY 2024
On 16th October we celebrated our 
annual Prize-Giving in the Studio 
Theatre. A big thank you to our 
esteemed guests and parents for 
honouring us with their presence, 
as well as our fantastic musical  
performers. The most important 
people of the day were of course 
our incredible students. We were 
immensely proud to have the 
opportunity to formally recognise 
their achievements and to celebrate 
our vibrant and thriving school 
community. 

YEAR 7 PSHE POSTERS
Students in 7LS9 were set the challenge by Mrs Sherrington 
of creating some informative posters based around 
our school values of being ready and respectful. Their 
impressive efforts inspired Mrs Sherrington to turn it 
into a competition, enlisting Mrs Clarke and Mr Cregeen 
as judges to select the top three posters. With so many 
outstanding entries, the decision was incredibly tough. 
Congratulations to the winners, and a big well done to all 
the participants for their fantastic work!

UK DANCE SUCCESS
Aedan and Chloe in Year 7 were both 
away at the beginning of the month 
in Blackburn competing in a hip-hop 
dance competition with Unity Dance 
School. Both students performed 
amazingly, placing in the top 7 in their 
categories, with Chloe winning 1st! 
Congratulations both!

YEAR 9 RUGBY
Year 9 Rugby - a quite brilliant season in many ways. We have had 
25 boys in the squad, and each and every player has loved playing 
for BHS. A great team atmosphere has been felt, friendships have 
developed and ‘Sweet Caroline’ has been a regular fixture on the 
bus home. The boys picked up their first win of the season against 
a strong KWC team, and only lost by 5 points to CRHS - a brilliant 
improvement from last season. 

We go into the final game today vs. SNHS, 3.30pm kick off at 
Ballakermeen High School hoping to pick up our 2nd victory. If 
we keep these boys together, we could have a quite outstanding 
side in a few years.

Here are just some of the students who have helped to 
complete the 1000 piece jigsaw in the fiction library! It has 
taken just over 2 weeks, with students gradually adding 
pieces at break and lunchtimes. Unfortunately, when it 
was finished there was one piece missing but we are still 
hopeful that it might reappear at some point!
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YEAR 7 HOCKEY
Congratulations to the Year 7 girls who played their first hockey fixture on 
2nd October against CRHS. With some late additions to the team, the girls 
had never played together and some hadn’t even been to a practice! They 
adapted really well, losing the first 2 games and drawing the next 2 games. 
A lot of progress was made in a short period of time and most importantly 
they had fun! Special mention to Gabriella, Ivy (twice) and Georgia who were 
voted as player of the match in each of the four games. Gabriella volunteered 
to play in goal, despite never practising or wearing the equipment before and 
she was fantastic – saving lots of goals and literally putting her body on the 
line on numerous occasions! 

Any new players would be made most welcome – practices are on a Tuesday 
until 4.30pm.

2024 SCHOOL SHOW TICKETS ON SALE
Set during the last years of New York City’s celebrated 
High School for the Performing Arts in the early 1980s, 
Fame JR. is the bittersweet, but ultimately inspiring, story 
of a diverse group of students who commit to four years 
of gruelling artistic and academic work. With candour, 
humour and insight, the show explores the issues that 
confront many young people today. Featuring a high-
energy, contemporary pop score (which includes the hit 
title song) and a touching coming-of-age story.

Showing from 12th - 15th November in the Studio Theatre. 
Doors open at 6.30pm for a 7pm start.

Friday’s performance will be a Fancy Dress performance in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. Please dress in 80’s style 
clothes for the show and there will be a bucket collection at 
the end of the performance for Macmillan Cancer Support.

Tickets can be booked online: here

https://studiotheatre.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873665761/events/129571943

