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Dear Parent or Carer.,

Welcome to the April newsletter! Incredibly, we've only had
11 school days in April, however you can see from the content
that there has been much to celebrate. That is a tribute to
our student’'s commitment in various areas of sports, arts and
community but also to the support that they have from home
and school. This kind of success and partnership really exemplifies
what we're looking for! To achieve any successthere needsto bea
combination of individual effort, commmitment and determination
but also, support from those around us is essential. The concept
of Team Balla is something that we regularly refer to in our daily
messages.

As | write this, the sun is shining and the island is absolutely
transformed, however the sunshine also reminds us that we are
into the summer exam season. Our year 11 and year 13 had their
celebration days last week. Both days were respected by the
students and characterised by a real feeling of togetherness and
appreciation of the time that we have had together. Particularly
in the year 11 celebration assembly, the comments from form
tutors had a theme of kindness running through them. Apart
from achieving the very best exam results we possibly can, if
youngsters leave with a habit of kindness, then | think that they
willdowell. We look forward to seeing many of the students at the
two Proms however | would like to take this opportunity to wish
them all the very best of luck in their forthcoming exams. Both
cohorts have put themselvesin a very strong position because of
their serious approach to work over the last few months.

Linking to togetherness and belonging, our house system,
which has been revamped is a real feature of the school this
year. There are a lot of competitions continuously taking place
where students can not only gain points for their House but also
have fun doing things outside of subject areas whilst expressing
themselves in all kinds of ways.

As gleefully noted, the sun is shining however we do still expect
uniform to be worn perfectly. If it is warm, teachers will allow
students to take blazers off in classrooms and similarly students
may remove blazers when they are sat in the dining halls or
outside. If it gets hot enough to require it during the summer,
we will adjust and commmunicate our expectations.

Finally, I would like to thank the staff who have got together to
arrange a tribute for Peter Quayle our gardener, who passed away
earlier in the year. We now have a sundial at the front of school
as an appropriate mark of respect for a great man who brought
sunshine to Balla every day.

We hope this fine weather continues. And look forward to a very
positive summer term.

Graeme Corrin
Headteacher
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS

Taking place at the Gaiety Theatre at 7pm.
Invitations were sent to those who have completed
their awards. Congratulations!

YEAR 10 ‘GET A JOB' DAY
DUKE OF EDINBURGH TRAINING/PRACTISE

BANK HOLIDAY

BHSA UNIFORM SWAP-SHOP
In the Seating Area between 2pm and 4.00pm

MAUGHOLD-LED NON UNIFORM DAY
All proceeds going towards Maughold’s house charity:
Macmillan Cancer Support
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https://sway.cloud.microsoft/f1dc1J9nBoOEewSr?ref=Link&loc=mysways
https://bhs.sch.im/blog/index/view/id/597/Upcoming%20House%20Competitions

THEATRE STAR

A huge well done to our talented
Year 10 student, Thomas, for
an incredible string of recent
performances! Before Easter,
Thomas took to the Gaiety stage
performing as Macduff's son
in Macbeth, then travelled to
Scotland over the holidays to
perform in a National Theatre
Connections programme play
at the Pitlochry Festival Theatre.
As if that wasn't impressive
enough, Thomas is also currently
rehearsing as Charlie in Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory, which
will hit the Gaiety this summer!

YEAR 9 GIRLS FOOTBALL

The Year 9 Girls' Football Tournament B took place at
CRHS just before Easter, under challenging, blustery,
and cold conditions. Ballakermeen secured 2nd
place with two wins (2-0 against QEll and 1-0O against
CRHS), a 0-0 draw against RGS, and a 1-0 loss to
SNHS. Despite the tough weather, the girls displayed
great skilland sportsmanship. Ballakermeen’s goals
were scored by Abi (1) and Keaira (2). Well done to
all the players for maintaining a positive attitude
throughout the afternoon.

GIRLS BADMINTON

Both the junior and senior girls’ teams triumphed
in their respective Inter-Schools Badminton
Tournaments, going unbeaten throughout the entire
event. Neither team lost a single match, delivering
an outstanding performance! An incredible result
all around!

VIOLIN SUCCESS

Ashleigh, in Year 13, was awarded
the Bernard Osborne Shield
for Strings for her Outstanding
Contribution to the Manx Youth
Orchestra. Currently the ‘Leader of
Strings'and ‘Assistant leader of the
Manx Youth Orchestra’, Ashleigh
has enthusiastically attended
their weekly sessions for the past
8 years. Ashleigh also plays violin
in the IOM Symphonic Orchestra
and hopes to join her University's
orchestra in September. Bravo!




